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“SHEEP UPDATE”

WINSTON GREELY:  IT’S SAFE TO SAY THAT MONTANA PRODUCES SOME OF THE LARGEST BIG HORN RAMS IN THE LOWER 48 AND THE DESIRE FOR SOME TO HUNT THEM IS GREAT. LAST MONTH’S AUCTION FOR A BIG HORN RAM TAG SOLD FOR 140,000 DOLLARS COMBINE THAT WITH PREVIOUS YEARS AND THESE MAMMOTHS HAVE GENERATED MILLIONS OF DOLLARS FOR SHEEP HABITAT AND MANAGEMENT IN MONTANA. THEIR SUCCESS HAS BEEN SO GREAT, IN FACT, THAT IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE STATE THEY ARE OVER OBJECTIVE. AND WHILE HUNTING IS AN EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT TOOL, WILDLIFE MANAGERS CONSISTENTLY RELY ON SHEEP RELOCATION TO PROTECT THESE ROBUST HERDS.

MARK SULLIVAN: WE FEEL THAT THE HABITAT IS PRETTY MAXED OUT AND TAKING SOME SHEEP FROM HERE AND SENDING THEM TO ANOTHER STATE WOULD NOT ONLY HELP THEIR SHEEP POPULATION, BUT WOULD BENEFIT OURS AS WELL.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): AND WHILE SHEEP TRANSLOCATION IS A FAIRLY COMMON PRACTICE, THE CAPTURE IS ANYTHING BUT ROUTINE.

WINSTON GREELY: A TWO-MAN CREW LOCATES THE SHEEP FROM THE AIR AND MANEUVERS CLOSE ENOUGH TO FIRE THE NET GUN. THIS PROCESS ALLOWS BIOLOGISTS TO SELECT IDEAL CANDIDATES FOR TRANSFER, AS WELL AS, PROVIDE THE LEAST AMOUNT OF STRESS TO THE ANIMAL. ONCE CAPTURED STATE VETERINARIANS QUICKLY INSPECT AND SAMPLE THE SHEEP BEFORE LOADING THEM INTO TRAILERS FOR TRAVEL. THIS YEAR MONTANA TRANSFERRED MORE THAN 150 SHEEP FROM ACROSS THE STATE TO UTAH, NEBRASKA, NORTH DAKOTA AND WYOMING. THIS MAY ONE DAY GIVE US SOME COMPETITION FOR THE BIG ONE, OR MAYBE NOT. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

