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“SECURING HABITAT”

WINSTON GREELY:  ITS’ ONE OF THE BEST PLACES TO SEE MIGRATING BIRDS IN THE FLATHEAD VALLEY.

MARILYN WOOD:  AT THE NORTH END OF THE LAKE, THIS IS ONE OF OUR LAST INTACT BIG LANDSCAPES LEFT AND WE SEE A REAL FLEETING OPPORTUNITY HERE TO MAKE SOMETHING HAPPEN.

WINSTON GREELY: FLEETING BECAUSE AS WE SPEAK A PORTION OF THIS LAND IS BEING TARGETED FOR DEVELOPMENT, AND TO ADD TO THAT, THE EXPECTED COST OF THIS CONSERVATION PROJECT WON’T BE CHEAP. 

MARILYN WOOD: ONE OF THE BEST THINGS THAT HAS HELPED US OUT IS THIS IDEA OF PARTNERING TO LEVERAGE FUNDS.

WINSTON GREELY: SECURING THESE MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR HABITATS ACROSS MONTANA FREQUENTLY REQUIRES A COALITION OF CONSERVATION GROUPS ALONG WITH FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES. 

MARILYN WOOD: AND TOGETHER WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MAKE MUCH MORE OF AN IMPACT ON CONSERVATION OF CRITICAL AREAS THAN WE EVER HAVE BEFORE.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): THESE CRITICAL AREAS HAVE EVOLVED UNDER MONTANA’S CURRENT COMPREHENSIVE WILDLIFE PLAN TO INCLUDE VARIOUS WILDLIFE HABITATS FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO THE PRAIRIES. 

JEFF HAGNER: FOR MANY YEARS MOST OF WHAT OUR PROGRAMS WERE ORIENTED TOWARD WAS SPECIFICALLY WINTER GAME RANGE AND THOSE ARE VERY IMPORTANT. BUT WE ARE ALSO TAKING A BROADER LOOK NOW AT ALL ASPECTS OF WILDLIFE ACROSS THE STATE. AND THAT INCLUDES A LOT OF DIFFERENT HABITATS THAT WE DIDN’T PUT A LOT OF EFFORT INTO IN THE PAST THAT WE SEE NOW AS VERY IMPORTANT. 

WINSTON GREELY: TODAY YOU CAN SEE THIS WILDLIFE DIVERSITY ON THE NORTH SHORE OF FLATHEAD LAKE. IT’S ALSO WHERE A VARIETY OF CONSERVATION PARTNERS ARE WORKING TO PROTECT THAT VISION FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

