FWP Outdoor Report Script

9/18/08

“SCORPIONS”

WINSTON GREELY:  MAKOSHIKA PARK MANAGER RYAN SOKOLOSKI WAS OUT ONE DAY WHEN HE NOTICED AN INTERESTING LOOKING BUG.

RYAN SOKOLOSKI: I PICKED IT UP AND I RECOGNIZED IMMEDIATELY FROM MOVIES, THAT THIS IS DEFINITELY, IT LOOKS LIKE A SCORPION.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE IT MAY SURPRISE MANY THAT MONTANA HAS A NATIVE SCORPION, ZOOLOGIST BRYCE MAXELL HAS BEEN LOOKING FOR THEM FOR THE LAST FEW YEARS.

BRYCE MAXELL: WE FOUND THEM AT A LOT OF ROCK OUT CROPS THAT WE HAVE BEEN SURVEYING ACROSS EASTERN MONTANA. AND EVEN THOUGH OUR RECORDS ARE SCATTERED RIGHT NOW IT LOOKS LIKE THEIR DISTRIBUTION IS BASICALLY ACROSS EASTERN MONTANA AND USUALLY IN DRIER HABITATS.

WINSTON GREELY: THESE SCORPIONS ARE NOCTURNAL SO ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO FIND THEM IS AT NIGHT WITH A BLACK LIGHT. AND WHILE LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT WHY THEY GLOW, THESE LITTLE BUGS ARE MUCH MORE COMPLEX THEN ONE WOULD THINK.

BRYCE MAXELL: THEY ARE VERY TEMPERTURE DEPENDENT, AS SOON AS THE TEMPETURES GET TOO COLD THEY ARE GOING TO GO INACTIVE THEY’LL COME ACTIVE IN THE SPRING WHEN THE TEMPETURES RISE. ANOTHER ONE OF THEIR COMPLEX BEHAVIORS IS THAT THEY WILL OFTEN CARRY THEIR YOUNG AROUND ON THEIR BACKS WITH THEM. 

WINSTON GREELY: THESE SCORPIONS WILL USE THEIR STINGER TO CAPTURE A VARIETY OF PREY. HOWEVER, TO HUMANS THIS STINGER IS NOT DEADLY.

WITH THAT IN MIND SOKOLOSKI ENJOYS LOOKING FOR THESE SCORPIONS AND ONE DAY HOPES TO HAVE A DISPLAY IN MAKOSHIKA SO EVERYONE CAN SEE MONTANA’S SCORPION. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

