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“SAVING GRAYLING”

WINSTON GREELY:  IT’S BEEN AN ONGOING DEBATE FOR YEARS, WHETHER THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SHOULD PROTECT MONTANA’S RIVER DWELLING ARCTIC GRAYLING? HOWEVER, AS THIS QUESTION IS POSED ONCE AGAIN, THE AGENCIES AND LANDOWNERS WHO WILL BE AFFECTED BY THE DECISION ARE SURPRISINGLY UNCONCERNED. 

KYLE TACKETT: THE LANDOWNERS ARE JUST AS INTERESTED IN DOING PROJECTS NOW, AS THEY WERE 3 OR 4 YEARS AGO. EVEN WITH THE THREAT COMING UP, WE STILL HAVE PEOPLE SIGNING UP TO DO PROJECTS. 

WINSTON GREELY: FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, A COALITION HAS BEEN WORKING TOGETHER TO IMPROVE GRAYLING HABITAT IN THE UPPER BIG HOLE VALLEY. 

PETER LAMOTHE: WHAT YOU HAVE IS YOU HAVE THE AGENCIES, THE NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS THAT ARE STAKEHOLDERS IN THE BIG HOLE AND THEN THE PRIVATE LANDOWNERS ALL COMING TOGETHER WITH A SIMILAR GOAL REALLY OF JUST MAKING THE UPPER BIG HOLE A BETTER PLACE. 

WINSTON GREELY: TODAY THERE ARE PROJECTS ACROSS THE VALLEY AND WHILE THE PROCESS IS SLOW, THIS WORK IS BENEFITING THE GRAYLING.

PETER LAMOTHE: WE HAVE SEEN INCREASE IN NUMBERS IN AREAS WHERE WE HAVE DONE RESTORATION, WHERE WE HAVE WORKED WITH THE LANDOWNER TO MANAGE LIVESTOCK AND IMPROVE STREAMFLOWS AND MAKE SURE THERE IS NO BARRIERS TO MIGRATION.

WINSTON GREELY:  AND WHILE THE LISTING STATUS OF MONTANA’S GRAYLING IS STILL IN QUESTION, ONE THINGS FOR SURE, THIS DIVERSE COALITION WILL CONTINUE TO SAVE THE GRAYLING. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

