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09/20/07

“SAUGER STUDY”

WINSTON GREELY:  IT IS THE SOUND OF A SAUGER, AT LEAST TO RESEARCHERS ON THE LOWER YELLOWSTONE RIVER. WHERE A FISH, WHOSE SURVIVAL IN THE STATE IS A CONCERN, SEEMS TO BE THRIVING. SEEMS TO BE BECAUSE UNTILL NOW WE WEREN’T EXACTLY SURE HOW MANY THERE WERE.

MATT JAEGER: IF WE KNOW RIGHT WHERE THEY ARE AND WE USE ELECTRICITY WE HAVE A 10 TO 15 PERCENT CHANCE OF GETTING THEM IN THE BOAT.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS IS THE DISCOVERY OF A STUDY THAT IS USING RADIO TRANSMITTERS TO SHOW THERE IS MORE SAUGER IN THE RIVER THEN IS ACTUALLY BEING DOCUMENTED BY FISHERY CREWS ON THEIR ANNUAL SURVEYS.

MATT JAEGER: THAT WAY WE CAN START TO GET A FEEL FOR WHAT OUR DATA WE ARE COLLECTING REALLY MEANS. ARE SOME OF THESE UPS AND DOWNS WE ARE SEEING IN THE POPULATION TRENDS RELATED TO ACTUAL CHANGES IN THE POPULATION? OR ARE THEY THINGS AFFECTING OUR SAMPLING EFFICIENCY?

WINSTON GREELY: A VARIETY OF FACTORS AFFECTS THIS LOW SAUGER SAMPLING RATE, WITH THE DYNAMIC YELLOWSTONE RIVER AS A MAIN CAUSE. 

MATT JAEGER: HANG ON EVERYONE

WINSTON GREELY: THIS HARD WORK WILL PAY OFF IN THE FUTURE WHEN THIS DATA WILL BE USED TO GET A MORE ACURATE ACCOUNT OF SAUGER IN MONTANA, BUT FOR NOW PROVING IT CAN BE A LITTLE DISAPPOINTING.

MATT JAEGER: I THINK WHEN WE CAME IN ON THAT ONE THE BOAT SCARED IT OUT WAY BEFORE WE EVER GOT TO THE FISH, BUT AGAIN THAT’S KINDA OF WHAT WE ARE MEASURING THE WHOLE PROCESS.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

