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CHARLIE SPERRY: It’s a cool crisp morning on the Big Hole, but these salmon fly’s are an indicator 

CHARLIE SPERRY: (On Camera) Of all the crazy activity that’s soon to come.  Now is a good time to talk about river etiquette.

MIKE GURNETT:  People from all walks of life

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) come together on Montana’s rivers and streams to relax and enjoy their family and friends or maybe just find a little personal piece and quiet.

BRYAN GOLIE: It’s important you come out with the attitude you are going to share this resource.

BRYAN GOLIE: (ON CAMERA) We do get reports on conflicts especially at our boat fishing access sites.

CHARLIE SPERRY:  If you’re rigging up your boat and assembling your gear right on the launch, you’re undoubtedly going to make people angry who are ready to launch their boat and get on their way.  Rig your boat and assemble your gear well away from the ramp-site.  Only enter the launch area once you’re ready to launch your boat.

CHARLIE SPERRY: Boat fishing in Montana is really popular.  Wade fishermen don’t have the ability to move out of your way.  Give them a wide birth and go well around them when at all possible.  Likewise in a narrow channel, it’s not always possible for a boater to move out of your way.  To keep the peace on the river, wade anglers can keep that in mind as boats approach them. Try to maintain a respectful distance between you and other anglers on the river.  If you can, anticipate which way they’re going and head the other way.

MIKE GURNETT: river etiquette is just another application of that old golden rule that if you treat others the way you’d like them to treat you, there is a good chance everyone is going to have a great day on the river.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

