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Mike Gurnett:  A dog that’s having a dog-gone good time is quite a sight to see.  And for retrievers, fetching something with a swim involved, well, that’s about as good as it gets.    Recently trainers of some of the best in the west held a hunting test to see if their dog could be rated a top dog.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Having a dog that’s that athletic, begins with picking the puppy or more like picking the puppy’s parents.  Once you’ve checked the health and bloodlines of the mom and dad, then all it takes is time.

Terry Scott: One of the first things we do with a puppy is just take ‘em for walks. 

Terry Scott: (On Camera) Find a field that has a little bit of cover in it, just someplace for them to explore.  If the weather is nice on a Saturday, you’ll see people out training and we do that, number one, because we like our dogs and so when hunting season is over we still want to spend time with them. 

Terry Scott: We don’t want to just shuck them out into the backyard.  So these hunt test give us a venue that keeps us motivated to bring the dogs out on the weekends or weeknights and train so that when opening season starts we’re not trying to cram three month’s worth of training into two weeks and we’re not trying to knock ten pounds off our dogs and ourselves.  Plus its fun to get together with people likeminded after work in the evening. 

Mike Gurnett: Several of Montana’s communities have retriever training clubs and so if you’re interested in joining or simply just picking up a few training tips, it seems with these folks, all you have to do is ask. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

