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Mike Gurnett: In 1906, here where the Blackfoot empties into the Clark Fork River, William Clark built the Milltown Dam.  In 2000 cracks were discovered in the dam and spillway.  The decision was made to remove the dam.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) And as if the removal of the dam isn’t complicated enough, millions of yards of toxic mud from over one hundred years of mining is trapped behind the dam. This challenge and others around the state lead to last summer’s Governor’s Restoration Forum, held in Billings.

Governor Schweitzer: We all know that 

Governor Schweitzer: (On Camera) we have technology that has improved the way we manage our natural resources that is far improved over where we were one hundred years ago.  But we made some mistakes a hundred years ago, fifty years ago.  We have some real opportunities to put Montana back the way we found it.

Mike Gurnett:  In Lewistown great work has been done with Big Spring Creek returning this once channelized canal back into a health meandering stream.  Near Miles City engineers have designed a fish passage which will allow the return of native fish migrations that have been blocked for over a hundred years.

Governor Schweitzer: We have companies that are doing business in Montana that are world-class companies and the technologies they develop in Montana are applicable to the rest of the world.  So as we develop these technologies in Montana we are going to have an exportable product.  This is one of those cases where you can do well by doing good.

Mike Gurnett: Back here at Milltown, a plan was devised and work is underway to temporarily divert the Clark Fork so that this cleanup can take place. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

