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“RAILS TO TRAILS”

WINSTON GREELY:  WHEN BURLINGTON NORTHERN DECIDED TO ABANDON ITS’ RAIL LINE IN LEWISTOWN, CITY MANAGERS WONDERED WHAT TO DO.

KEVIN MYHRE: SO WE THOUGHT WOULD IT BE BENEFICIAL FOR THE CITY TO TRY AND TAKE OVER THAT LINE OR TRYAND TAKE OVER OWNERSHIP OF THAT LINE SO WE COULD USE IT FOR A LOT OF DIFFERENT THINGS. 

WINSTON GREELY: SO THEY APPLIED FOR A GRANT FROM THE STATE THAT ALLOWED THEM TO TURN THE RAILS INTO A TRAIL.

JOE MAURIER: YOU HAVE SEEN COMMUNITIES ALL OVER THE COUNTRY UTILIZING THIS RAIL TO TRAIL PROGRAM TO PROVIDE TRAIL AMMENTIES IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE THE LOSS OF A RAILROAD HAS ITS ECONOMIC IMPACTS ON A COMMUNITY, CONVERTING ITS’ RAILS TO A TRAIL DOES HAVE ITS’ ADVANTAGES.

KEVIN MYHRE: IT HELPS TO BRING PEOPLE INTO LEWISTOWN FOR JOBS PEOPLE WHO WANT TO WORK HERE THEY LOOK AT THE TRAIL AND SAY THIS TOWN HAS SOME AMENITIES, SO IT IS A DIFFERENT TYPE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BUT IT IS STILL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IT STILL BENEFITS OUR COMMUNITY.

WINSTON GREELY: ANOTHER BENEFIT CAN BE SEEN IN BUTTE, WHERE THE TRAIL IS ACCESSIBLE TO ALL AGES AND ABILITIES.

JOCELYN DODGE: BECAUSE RAILROADS WERE BUILT ON A GRADE OF ABOUT 3 TO 4 PERCENT IT MEETS THE ACCESSIBILITY STANDARDS AND WITH A LEVEL SURFACE WE HAVE MORE PEOPLE WHO CAN COME OUT AND ENJOY THIS.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE OTHER RAIL TO TRAILS PROJECTS ARE IN THE WORKS, MANY ARE LOOKING AT LEWISTOWN TO PAVE THE WAY.

JOE MAURIER: WHAT WE ARE HOPING HERE IS THE TOWN OF LEWISTOWN CAN SHOW THAT RAILS TO TRAILS CAN WORK IN MONTANA AND SET AN EXAMPLE SO THAT OTHER COMMUNITIES ARE WILLING TO GET ON BOARD AND USE THIS PROGRAM.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

