FWP Outdoor Report Script

3/04/10

“PYGMY WHITEFISH”

WINSTON GREELY: WHEN RUSS GELDRICH TOOK HIS FAMILY ICE FISHING A FEW WEEKS AGO, HE HAD AN IDEA THAT HE WOULD COME BACK WITH A NEW STATE RECORD. 
RUSS GELDRICH: I SAID LET’S GO TO THE BOTTOM AND EITHER CATCH A BIG SALMON OR SHATTER THE PYGMY WHITEFISH RECORD IT WAS JUST A LUCKY CALL THAT’S FOR SURE.
WINSTON GREELY: WHAT HE DIDN’T KNOW WAS THAT HIS 10 INCH AND A 1/3 OF A POUND FISH WOULD SHATTER THE PREVIOUS STATE RECORD. 
RUSS GELDRICH: I CAN’T BELIEVE THEY ARE MAKING SUCH A BIG DEAL OUT OF THAT LITTLE DINKY FISH IT’S AMAZING.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS LITTLE FISH IS A PYGMY WHITEFISH FOUND IN ONLY A HANDFUL OF LAKES ACROSS NORTHWEST MONTANA. 
RUSS GELDRICH: HE’S PRETTY BIG, ACTUALLY. 

WINSTON GREELY:  GELDRICH IS ONE OF 6 PEOPLE WHO HAVE SET OR BROKEN THE STATE RECORD IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS. THIS IS BECAUSE A WHILE BACK THE KOKENEE FISHERMEN LEARNED THE BIGGER SALMON WERE ON THE BOTTOM OF THE LAKE AND COINCIDENTLY THAT’S WHERE THE PYGMY’S LIVE. 
RUSS GELDRICH: THERE’S GUYS THAT ARE ACTUALLY TRYING TO GET THE RECORD NOW, BECAUSE IT IS ACTUALLY A PRETTY ACHIEVABLE GOAL IT’S NOT LIKE CATCHING THE STATE RECORD PIKE WHERE YOU GOT TO GO GET A 36 POUNDER.
WINSTON GREELY: AND AS MORE ANGLERS BECOME AWARE OF THESE UNIQUE NATIVE FISH, RUSS KNOWS HIS RECORD WILL SOON BE BROKEN, BUT BY WHOM HE CAN ONLY HOPE. 

RUSS GELDRICH: MAYBE NEXT YEAR HE WILL BREAK IT.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S RECORD FISH, 
RUSS GELDRICH: I THINK I WILL TURN HIM LOOSE HE IS PRETTY SMALL.

WINSTON GREELY: WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

