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“PRAIRIE PONDS”

WINSTON GREELY: PEOPLE IN EASTERN MONTANA WILL TRAVEL A LONG WAYS TO FISH. 

MIKE BACKES: IN EASTERN MONTANA TO DRIVE AN HOUR ONE WAY TO GET TO A SMALL PRAIRIE POND WITH TROUT, PERCH OR BLUE GILL IS WHAT IT TAKES TO FISH. 

WINSTON GREELY: SO IMAGINE TRAVELLING ALL OF THAT DISTANCE TO FIND OUT THAT THE FISH HAD DIED. 

MIKE BACKES: YOU GET A WINTER WITH A LOT OF SNOW COVER THAT COVERS THE ICE AND BLANKETS OUT THE LIGHT AND THE VEGETATION ACTUALLY DIES STARTS TO UTILIZE OXYGEN IN THE DECOMPOSITION PROCESS AND THEN THE OXYGEN LEVEL PLUMETS AND THE FISHERY TIPS OVER.

WINSTON GREELY: SHALLOWER PONDS ARE MORE SUSCEPTiBLE TO THIS WINTERKILL PHENOMENON AND THE CURRENT DROUGHT IS MAKING MORE AND MORE PONDS SHALLOW, so A FEW YEARS AGO a local rancher approached blm’s fishery biologist joe platz WITH A POSSIBLE SOLUTION. 

joe platz: HE HAD HEARD ABOUT THESE WINDMILL AERATORS AND ASKED ME TO CHECK INTO THEM. 

WINSTON GREELY: WHAT PLATZ FOUND WAS THAT WINDMILLS COULD BE USED TO PROVIDE OXYGEN TO THE PONDS. 

MIKE BACKES: i’m REALLY glad we have those aerators out there now. all of the ponds we have aerators on would generally suffer a partial winterkill, now with these aerators it really hasn’t been an issue. 

WINSTON GREELY: these windmills have not only saved fish, they have maintained aN IMPORTANT ANGLING OPPORTUNITY FOR eastern montanans.  

joe platz: it means a lot to them to bring their families out here IT’S GREAT FOR KIDS. IT PROVIDES THEM WITH A CATCHABLE fish that they can take home and tell FISH stories about HOW MUCH BIGGER IT KEEPS GETTING AS TIME GOES ON. 

WINSTON GREELY: winston greely out among montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

