FWP Outdoor Report Script

7/03/08

“PRAIRIE DOGS”

WINSTON GREELY:  WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST ALLISON BEGLEY IS TRYING TO CONVINCE MONTANANS THE IMPORTANCE OF PRARIE DOGS. 

ALLISON PUCHNIAK-BEGLEY: IT’S A HARD ARGUMENT, BUT I BELIEVE IN TRYING TO DEAL WITH A SYSTEM AS A WHOLE AN ECOSYSTEM AS A WHOLE AND PRAIRIE DOGS ARE A BIG PART OF THAT. 

WINSTON GREELY: A LOT OF PEOPLE DON’T LIKE PRAIRIE DOGS FOR VARIOUS REASONS, BUT THEY ARE ACTUALLY AN IMPORTANT COMPONENT TO MONTANA’S ECOSYSTEM. 

ALLISON PUCHNIAK-BEGLEY: PRAIRIE DOGS ARE VERY IMPORTANT ECOSYSTEM ENGINEERS, FOR A LACK OF A BETTER DESCRIPTION. THE DIGGING ACTIVITY THAT THEY DO IMPACTS THE SOIL AROUND THEM, BUT IT ALSO IMPACTS THE PLANTS SPECIES COMPOSITION AND CREATES A DIFFERENT HABITAT THAT OTHER SPECIES USE THEY ARE ALSO AN IMPORTANT LINK IN THE FOODCHAIN.

WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA HAS TWO TYPES OF PRAIRIE DOGS THE BLACK TAIL AND THE LESS COMMON WHITE TAIL. BOTH SPECIES HAS SEEN THERE NUMBERS DECLINE OVER THE YEARS, WHICH HAS SOME GROUPS CALLING FOR THEM TO BE PUT ON THE ENDANGERED SPECIES LIST. 

ALLISON PUCHNIAK-BEGLEY: THE REASON THAT FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS PUTS THE EFFORT THAT WE PUT INTO PRAIRIE DOG CONSERVATION IS IN THE INTEREST OF PROTECTING THE SPECIES FROM BEING LISTED. IF THE SPECIES BECAME LISTED, WE WOULD BE LOOKING AT A LOT OF HINDERING OF REGULAR EVERDAY MONTANA ACTIVITIES.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE PRAIRIE DOG CONSERVATION WILL CONTINUE TO CHALLENGE HER, ALLISON KNOWS IT’S IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN ALL OF MONTANA’S WILDLIFE. 

ALLISON PUCHNIAK-BEGLEY: ELIMINATING SOMETHING BECAUSE WE THINK IT’S NOT IMPORTANT WILL ULTIMATELY END UP IN US FINDING OUT HOW IMPORTANT IT ACTUALLY IS.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

