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Mike Gurnett:  The ranchers and recreaters that spend time up here in the timber and foothills of the Rocky Mountain Front know there’s a chance they could bump into a grizzly bear.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) I’m standing along the bank of the Sun River about 35 miles downstream from the Rocky Mountain Front and right next to a fresh grizzly track.

Craig Sherbondy: Well we were up on the deck watching these bears and they were just kind of

Craig Sherbondy: (On Camera) Milling around and just investigating everything and they probably did it for a gook hour.

Mike Madel: It is very surprising

Mike Madel: (On Camera) when you get a birds-eye-view of the Sun River here because up on the cliffs and you look down onto this you really do not realize how wide of a riparian area it really is.

Russ Pepper: Right in here in this particular area we can bring cattle down in here out of the wind, out of the bad storms out of the north and protect our baby calves when they are born.

Russ Pepper: (On Camera) We’ve lived here for 40 years and until last August we’ve never had to encounter a grizzly bear.

Joe LaRocque: We’re going to have to change out operation here.  We’ll have to use noise-makers on our 4 wheelers.  We thought we’d use

Joe LaRocque: (On Camera) bells we use on the mules when they go up in the mountains. They might work to scare the bears.

Mike Madel: Our grizzly bear population is increasing.  I think we will continue to see grizzly bears travel down and so it is going to require us to work with cattle operations.

Mike Gurnett: For anyone who spends time in bear country it is a good idea to purchase a canister of pepper spray. One that’s manufactured specifically as a bear deterrent.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

