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Mike Gurnett: Each year wildlife poachers illegally take some of Montana’s biggest trophies and sell them to illegal buyers. The tools of the trade are often a spotlight and a high-powered rifle.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera): Poachers use to their advantage the fact that Montana is big country with relatively few people and the illegal sale of Montana’s wildlife can be big business with what is perceived as very few risks.

Jim Kropp: It doesn’t matter if it is public or private land, daytime or at night

Jim Kropp: (On Camera) It is about big antlers, big egos and in some situations, big money.

Jeff Hagener: It is a real attractive place for people to come to see wildlife and to hunt wildlife.

Jeff Hagener: (On Camera) Unfortunately, that also brings an element of folks that are poaching that wildlife.  We need help and the way people can do that is contact the Department, either directly if they see a local warden or we have a program that is called tip-mont, 12-800-tip-mont.  People can call in and remain entirely anonymous to let us know when they see something they believe is a fish or wildlife violation out there and we would investigate it. 

Jim Kropp:  Our eyes and ears really are Montana’s public.  Small bits of information can lead to major investigations and it might be the one missing piece that we need to stop one of these poaching rings from this type of activity.

Jeff Hagener: Trophy heads of animals may draw thousands of dollars from a willing buyer out there.  

Mike Gurnett: Wildlife poachers have put a price-tag on the heads of Montana’s wildlife and that price is high.-  And the tip-mont program is one way law-abiding citizens can step forward to declare your own value of what this wildlife means to the Montana way of life.-  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

