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Mike Gurnett:  They called him the Phantom Cat.  People clamed they would see him, but there would be no track.  Then they’d find a track, but it would be kind of washed-out and written off as just a big dog.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Then about a year ago a big male lion was accidentally killed and that put an end to the mystery of Makoshika’s phantom cat.  But all the talk about the lion had already generated a newfound interest in the wildlife of this state park.

Ryan Sokoloski: The friends of Makoshika started drumming up a lot of community support to raise money to have 

Ryan Sokoloski: (On Camera) this cat mounted and put on display at our Makoshika State Park Visitor Center so particularly our community, visitors to this area and our kids can be educated from this cat.

Paul Faber: Montana Taxidermy Association was contacted and so we contacted 

Paul Faber: (On Camera) other taxidermists in the state and told them we were putting on a seminar on mounting a mountain lion.  We had twenty-one taxidermists there for this workshop seminar.  We felt good about it and everyone else did.

Ryan Sokoloski: This was readily identified as a dinosaur park.  This park has much more to offer than fossils and rocks and what great timing that it gave people another excuse and another reason to come and make more discoveries for themselves at Makoshika State Park.

Mike Gurnett:  The next biog event out here is in honor of the turkey vulture.  On June 13th, Makoshika hosts its twentieth anniversary of Buzzard Days. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

