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Mike Gurnett: Over the past twenty-five years we’ve had quite and increase in the number of people fishing Montana rivers and at the same time we’ve had quite an increase in the number of birds fishing Montana rivers.  Bald eagles are doing so well that they where recently removed from the endangered species list and osprey are becoming a common site.   

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) But of all the birds found along our rivers, it’s the Montana’s American White Pelican population that seems to generate the most discussion.  Where did they come from?  Why so many? What do they eat? 

David Genter: So the White Pelican has been a native bird.  

David Genter: (On Camera) They reached a low point in the ‘60’s.  I think it was a lot of concern over DDT and they’ve been recovering ever sense.  These birds are demonstrating what pelicans are well known for and that’s cooperative foraging.  They’ll move along and they’ll dip their heads in in tandem to capture the fish and it will go either to one or the other, but the success rate for any one bird is much greater than if they were out foraging on their own.

David Genter: These birds eat high on the food chain.  People often see them as competitors for people who are fishing and what we found was that the pelicans often ate exclusively rough fish, carp and very large carp.  There is a lot to be said about the old adage that the bill holding more than its belly can on the pelican. 

Mike Gurnett: From the footage counter on the camera it took 47 minutes for the largest of the 3 pelicans to finally swallow that carp. I watched him for quite a while after that and it sure didn’t seem like he felt like flying. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

