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Mike Gurnett:  The pallid sturgeon is named on our nation’s endangered species list.  Here at the US Fish and Wildlife Service Bozeman Fish Technology Center 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) state and federal biologists are working to preserve the unique genetics of this spectacular species. 

Matt Jaeger: We are down to about 150 or 200 remaining adult wild fish.

Matt Jaeger: (On Camera) So there is a large sense of urgency to capture as much of the remaining genetics as we can.  We mark them with 2 different marks.  One is a pit tag which is a small glass encapsulated micro-chip.  The other mark is a scoot removal.  A scoot is a modified scale on a sturgeon.

Matt Jaeger: The fish we are releasing today are about a year old.  It will take these fish another 15 to 20 years in the wild before they will reach maturity and be able to reproduce.

Kevin Kappenman:  Anglers have a chance to encounter a pallid sturgeon when they are out fishing for shovelnose. 

Kevin Kappenman: (On Camera) The easiest way to tell these two species apart is to look at these four barbells.  If they are all the same, that’s the game fish.  Pallid sturgeon have 2 shorter ones in the center and shovelnose sturgeon have all the four the same length.  So if they are all the same it’s a game.

Matt Jaeger:  In order for this species to ever truly recover it is going to need to be able to reproduce on it’s own in the wild and that is going to require habitat rehabilitation or restoration to occur.

MIKE GURNETT: And through the use of these tiny pit tags, researchers will be able to follow these fish to determine what the pallid sturgeon wants and what the pallid sturgeon needs for long-term survival. That’s the year they released Easy Rider. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

