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“Ole The Decoy Carver”

November 9, 2006

Ole Olsen: I wouldn’t be carving my own decoys if it wasn’t part of the old tradition.

Mike Gurnett: A love of the outdoors,   

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) a respect for the past and a passion for waterfowl have lead Townsend’s Ole Olsen to seek perfection with his unique artistic talent.

Ole Olsen: I carved my first decoy when I was probably 13, 14 years old. 

Ole Olsen: (On Camera) A good frost cam along, a good freeze-down and my mother said I need firewood and that’s what went into the cook stove.  

Mike Gurnett: But these days the closest Ole’s decoys get to the fireplace is when they are displayed on the mantel.

Ole Olsen: Some of the fellows came to me and said would you like to donate one to Ducks Unlimited.  I don’t remember what that first duck sold for but I know it was for over a hundred dollars.  Now a hundred dollars for one of my decoys at that stage in my career was a milestone. 

Ole Olsen: Ducks Unlimited gets about a third of my production and about half of those are an out-right donation.  There’s people all over the country, when I send them a decoy and I get this little letter back that says oh we love ‘em you know and they’re right here on my mantel, you know that’s part of the pay.

Mike Gurnett:  If you place an order with Ole in the Fall allow plenty of time for delivery because when the temperature drops the wind swings out of the North this 77 years young outdoorsman won’t be in his woodshop.  He and his black lab Lars will be back where it all began, in the duck blind. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

