           MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS_____

OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT

“NONGAME 2010”

 February 11, 2010

Mike Gurnett: Montana has over 600 vertebrate fish and wildlife species 15 % are classified as a game or furbearer. Their management is funded principally through license sales and excise taxes on sporting goods. The remaining 85 percent of our fish and wildlife are not classified. They are simply referred to as nongame. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) the primary funding sources for nongame research and management are Federal Grant dollars and the nongame checkoff program found on the Montana state income tax form.

Lauri Hanauska-Brown: Funding that’s received through the nongame tax check-off has averaged about $20,000.00 annually. We can use that funding to

Lauri Hanauska-Brown: (On Camera) match federal funding as well as other private-source funding to support a number of ongoing projects within the Department such as loon conservation and survey such things as reptiles and amphibians.

Some of the nongame species that are pretty common to see this time of year include bald eagles, certainly a lot of the species you are seeing at your bird feeders.  In addition to that we have a large number of rough legged hawks that come here.  There is such a diversity of species around us at all times that it really enriches the experience and reminds us once again that all of these critters are part of the same system that we need to strive to conserve.

Mike Gurnett: As Spring approaches the rough legged hawks will begin disappearing, heading for their nesting grounds in the artic and then it will be the red tailed hawks that will move in and take their place for the summer months hunting from the power poles and fences. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

