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“MUSSEL RELOCATION”

DAVID STAGLIANO: PRETTY FUN EVENT GOING ON RIGHT HERE ON CHAMBERLINE CREEK.
WINSTON GREELY: IT IS A HISTORIC OCCASION. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MONTANA BIOLOGISTS ARE TAKING NATIVE MUSSELS FROM ONE STREAM AND REINTRODUCING THEM TO ANOTHER STREAM.
DAVID STAGLIANO: I THINK THIS COMPONENT; THE MUSSEL COMPONENT JUST ADDS TO THE FULL DIVERSITY THAT THE POTENTIAL THIS STREAM HAS. WEST SLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT ARE BACK AND NOW WESTERN PEARLSHELLS ARE BACK, THE FULL PICTURE IS BACK A RESTORED STREAM WITH ALL OF ITS’ NATIVE SPECIES.
WINSTON GREELY: 30 YEARS AGO CHAMBERLIN CREEK WAS ALMOST BARREN, BUT THROUGH A VARIETY OF RESTORATION EFFORTS IT HAS BECOME A VERY IMPORTANT TRIBUTARY TO THE BLACKFOOT RIVER. 

RON PIERCE: WITH THAT RECOVERY OF THE HABITAT AND THE MIGRATION CORRIDORS WE HAVE SEEN THE WEST SLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT RECOVER IN THIS SYSTEM AS WELL AND SO THIS IS THE LAST ELEMENT TO THE STREAM RESTORATION PROJECT.
WINSTON GREELY: MONTANA’S WESTERN PEARLSHELL MUSSEL POPULATIONS HAVE DECLINED OVER THE YEARS, WHICH MAKES THIS RELOCATION EFFORT IMPORTANT TO THE SURVIVAL OF THESE NATIVE MUSSELS AS WELL AS TO THE HEALTH OF THIS WATERSHED.
RON PIERCE: IT BENEFITS THE ECOSYSTEM; THE MUSSELS ARE THE LAST REMAINING SPECIES MISSING FROM THIS ECOSYSTEM. AND IT IS ENCUMBANT UPON US AS A NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY TO LOOK AT THESE THINGS TO EXPERIMENT WITH THESE TYPES OF PROJECTS AND TO EVALUATE THEM, BECAUSE THE PROBLEMS REALLY AREN’T GOING AWAY WE HAVE TO DO THIS STUFF. I THINK WE HAVE TO DO THIS KIND OF WORK.
WINSTON GREELY: IT WILL TAKE UP TO 10 YEARS TO SEE IF THIS EFFORT IS SUCCESSFUL, BUT IN THE MEANTIME MANAGERS HOPE THIS WON’T BE THE ONLY NATIVE MUSSEL RELOCATION PROJECT, JUST THE FIRST. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

