FWP Outdoor Report Script

5/19/05

“MUSSEL INVASION”

GREELY: ED ROE JUST BECAME THE PROUD OWNER OF AN 18-FOOT FISHING BOAT, BUT WHEN ED WENT TO PICK UP THE ONLINE PURCHASED BOAT IN MICHIGAN, HE NOTICED THE BOAT CAME WITH SOME UNWANTED FEATURES… 

ROE: I JUST MENTIONED TO THE SALESMAN, OH LOOK AT THIS? AND HE SAID, “THOSE ARE JUST ZEBRA MUSSELS. DON’T WORRY ABOUT THAT WE HAVE GOT A LOT OF THEM AROUND HERE,” IS WHAT HE TOLD ME.

GREELY: ED CAN LAUGH NOW, BUT HE KNEW THE SIGHT OF THE INVASIVE ZEBRA MUSSELS ON A BOAT WOULD ALARM ANY MONTANA FISHERMAN.  SO, WHEN ED RETURNED TO MONTANA HE CONTACTED F.W.P’S EILEEN RYCE, FOR SOME TIPS ON RIDDING THE MUSSELS FROM HIS BOAT. 

RYCE: WASHING THE BOAT WITH HOT WATER AND HIGH PRESSURE IS THE BEST. THEY ATTACH TO THE BOAT, AND THE PHYSICAL POWER OF THE PRESSURE WILL REMOVE THEM FROM THE BOAT.

GREELY: THOROUGHLY CLEANING AND INSPECTING YOUR BOAT IS IMPORTANT SINCE JUVENILE ZEBRA MUSSELS ARE ABOUT THE SIZE OF A SESAME SEED. ADULTS CAN GROW TO ABOUT THE SIZE OF A QUARTER AND STICK TO ALMOST ANYTHING, WHICH MAKES THEM DAMAGING TO THE ECONOMY AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 

RYCE: THEY CAUSE HUGH PROBLEMS TO POWER PLANTS AND WATER TREATMENT PLANTS. THEY CAN IMPACT THE PREDATOR POPULATIONS BY DECREASING THE PREY AVAILABILITY FOR THE PREDATORS.

GREELY: ONCE INTRODUCED TO A WATER SYSTEM ZEBRA MUSSELS HAVE NO CONTROL AGENT, WHICH LEAVES ED ROE THANKFUL HE PREVENTED THEIR ENTRANCE INTO MONTANA.

ROE: I DON’T WANT THIS STUFF HERE. I’VE OWNED MY HOME HERE FOR 12 YEARS; I STILL HAVEN’T GOT RID OF ALL THE SPOTTED KNAPWEED. IT’S A PROBLEM, IT’S A PROBLEM COMING THIS WAY, AND WE HAVE TO STOP IT BEFORE IT GETS HERE.

GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS.

