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Mike Gurnett: This is the T & Y Irrigation Ditch.  It was constructed back in 1886, transforming thousands of acres of Eastern Montana’s prairie into cropland.  And this is the T&Y Diversion Dam.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) It was built so that water could begin flowing down the ditch, but at the same time, it put an end to traditional fish migration out of the Yellowstone and up the Tongue River.

Roger Muggli: I started working on the concept of, 

Roger Muggli: (On Camera) what would it take to make this thing fish friendly and to put a bypass channel around that would take these fish around the T & Y’s 12 mile diversion dam?

Vic Riggs: This was all from scratch.  

Vic Riggs: (On Camera) Roger Muggli and the T & Y Irrigation District purchased the land here which this structure sits on.

Brian Schweitzer: For the first time in one hundred and twenty-two years

Brian Schweitzer: (On Camera) a significant quantity of fish will be able to go upstream another fifty miles.

Roger Muggli: Today was our grand opening.  As you can see the gates are open and the water’s flowing.

Vic Riggs:  What this bypass structure does is it creates a side channel around the diversion dam that has a very gentle slope, low water velocity and lots of resting pools so the fish coming up to the base of the diversion dam can find their way into the lower end of the bypass channel and head on upstream.

Mike Gurnett: Eventually, sager, sturgeon and other fish will use the Muggli Fish Passage to reestablish migration routes up the Tongue River and that, in turn, will reconnect the Tongue River’s fish spawning beds back to the Yellowstone River system. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

