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“MOUNTAIN LAKE SURVEY”

WINSTON GREELY: IF YOU LOOKED ON A MAP, CRATER LAKE WOULD BE HARD TO FIND. IN FACT MANY OF THE HIGH MOUNTAIN LAKES THAT DOT THE MONTANA LANDSCAPE ARE HARD TO FIND, AND THOSE THOUSAND OR SO THAT HAVE FISH CAN BE MORE DIFFICULT. THIS IS JUST ONE REASON FISHERIES BIOLOGISTS ARE SURVEYING MOUNTAIN LAKES ACROSS THE STATE. 

LADD KNOTEK: THE IMPORTANCE IS WE WILL HAVE BETTER FISHING FOR FISHERMEN AND HAVE BETTER INFORMATION TO CONSERVE NATIVE TROUT.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS LAKE AND 40 OTHERS LOCATED IN THE BITTEROOT MOUNTAINS WERE STOCKED IN 2000, SURVEYING NOW IS IMPORTANT TO DETERMINE THE STABILITY OF THE FISHERIES DOWN THE ROAD. 

LADD KNOTEK: BY STOCKING ALL OF THESE LAKES AT THE SAME RATE AND AT THE SAME TIME WE CAN DIRECTLY COMPARE HOW WELL FISH GROW IN DIFFERENT LAKES AND HOW WELL THEY ARE REPRODUCING. 

WINSTON GREELY: TO CALCULATE THE HEALTH OF A FISHERY. BIOLOGISTS TAKE A MINIMUM AMOUNT OF FISH MEASURE, WEIGH, AGE AND COLLECT D.N.A. SAMPLES. SOME OF THESE LAKES HAVE NEVER SEEN THIS TEDIOUS PROCESS. 

LADD KNOTEK: A LOT OF THESE LAKES HAVE NEVER BEEN SURVEYED. THEY MIGHT HAVE GONE IN AND FISHED THEM BEFORE TO SEE WHAT’S IN HERE, BUT FISHING IS REALLY NOT A GOOD METHOD FOR SAMPLING THESE LAKES.

WINSTON GREELY: THE ULTIMATE GOAL FOR THIS DATA WILL BE TO COMPRISE A STOCKING FORMULA FOR EACH MOUNTAIN LAKE, SO THIS RELATIVELY HEALTHY LAKE COULD BE STOCKED LESS OFTEN THAN ANOTHER. THIS COULD MEAN MORE PRODUCTIVE FISHING DURING THAT NEXT BACKCOUNTRY TRIP, HOWEVER YOU MIGHT STILL NEED A MAP TO GET THERE.  WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S HIGH MOUNTAIN FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

