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Mike Gurnett:  With miles of groomed trails for skiing and seemingly endless open parks for snowmobiling, Mount Haggin Wildlife Management Area has become a popular destination for winter recreation.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) And these willow bottoms found along the streams of the Mount Haggin area are the winter habitat for a number of moose.  Sometimes they’re a little hard to spot, but there’s a good chance they’ve spotted you.  Finding the best way for moose and recreators to share this landscape is the purpose behind a recently launched research project.

Vana Boccadori: The day went excellent

Vana Boccadori: (On Camera) we had six GPS collars to put out on adult female.  It was a really quick operation.  We get down on the moose and we gather some blood samples and fecal samples, put a collar on, put some ear tags in and then reverse the drug and she’s back up on her feet within 60 to 90 seconds.  

Vana Boccadori: The information that we get from this study between the information that comes from the collars that we have on the moose and then how we are trying to quantify the skiing and the snowmobile activity that happens up here will help us to better manage this game range in regards to winter recreationalists and the moose.  It won’t mean us shutting out of anyone from recreating up here, but we might redirect traffic around some key moose areas.   

Mike Gurnett:  One objective of the study is to make it safer for all of us that recreate here on Mount Haggin and at the same time hopefully make winter a little less stressful for the moose.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

