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“MONTANA’S MUSSELS”

DAVID STAGLIANO: THERE IT IS MARGARITIFERA FALCATA 

WINSTON GREELY:  DAVID STAGLIANO IS LOOKING FOR MONTANA’S FRESH WATER MUSSELS.

DAVID STAGLIANO: THIS IS OUR NATIVE TROUT STREAM MUSSEL, IF YOU ARE IN A TROUT STREAM AND YOU FIND THIS MUSSEL THIS IS GOING TO BE OUR ONLY NATIVE TROUT STREAM MUSSEL.

WINSTON GREELY: STAGLIANO, AS PART OF MONTANA’S COMPREHENSIVE FISH AND WILDLIFE STRATEGY, IS CONDUCTING A SURVEY TO GET A BETTER IDEA OF MONTANA’S RELATIVELY UNKNOWN FRESHWATER MUSSELS.

DAVID STAGLIANO: WE JUST DON’T HAVE THE RECORDS BACK YOU KNOW WE HAVE SOME ANECDOTAL RECORDS OR JUST A SHELL HERE AND THERE FROM A FISH BIO, BUT I GUESS WE WILL FIND OUT HOW ABUNDANT THESE POPULATIONS ARE.

WINSTON GREELY: MUSSELS RELY ON A HOST FISH TO REPRODUCE.

DAVID STAGLIANO: PROBABLY GOING TO BE BETWEEN 60 AND 80 YEARS OLD.

WINSTON GREELY: AND THEY CAN LIVE A LONG TIME. 

DAVID STAGLIANO: ANOTHER HUGE OLD MUSSEL.

WINSTON GREELY: REASONS THAT MAKE MUSSELS A GOOD INDICATOR OF A RIVER’S HEALTH.

DAVID STAGLIANO: AND THAT’S ONE FACTOR YOU CAN CONSIDER WHEN THINKING ABOUT THESE MUSSELS IS WERE THE WATER CONDITIONS FAVORABLE FOR THEM TO SURVIVE ALL OF THOSE YEARS.

WINSTON GREELY: AND WHILE MUSSELS FASCINATE HIM, DAVID HOPES THIS WORK WILL INTEREST MORE MONTANANS.

DAVID STAGLIANO: IF THE PUBLIC KNOWS THAT THEY HAVE GOT THESE AND THEY ARE DOING WELL IN PLACES AND NOT SO WELL IN OTHER PLACES THEY MIGHT THINK TWICE ABOUT THE RIVERS THEY ARE RECREATING ON.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

