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MIKE GURNETT: Just about the time of evening when most people who have been fishing decide to head for home.

MIKE GURNETT (On Camera) and often times in weather that can make you want to stay at home, biologists are heading out onto Montana’s rivers to gather their annual spring fish population data.

TRAVIS HORTON: The reason we brake it up into the spring and fall seasons is because in the spring 

TRAVIS HORTON: (On Camera) brown trout are not actively spawning, they spawn in the fall and conversely rainbow trout spawn in the spring so the rainbow trout are pretty much out of the river at this point, up in the tributaries.  Generally these fish move into the shallower areas at night where they search for food, especially the brown trout.  And so they are more venerable to our gear when they are in the shallower water.

MIKE GURNETT: Using an on-board generator, biologists create a safe but effective electronic field that attracts and stuns the fish.

TRAVIS HORTON: They are netted and we take lengths and weights and we also put a mark on those fish.  Then we will wait two weeks and we’ll go back through and shock it again and by the proportion of fish that have that mark verses the proportion that don’t have it we can get an estimate of the number of fish that are actually here per mile.  The sleep deprivation gets to you after a while and seems to be that we usually have some type of  weather, either rain or very cold, snow at times.  It is interesting to see the fish, but by about three o’clock in the morning the excitement kind of tapers off.

MIKE GURNETT: These nights spent keeping track of the health of our trout populations come with a great daytime payoff when thousands of people head to one of Montana’s rivers for some quality recreation. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

