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“MILLTOWN RESTORATION”

WINSTON GREELY:  AS THE CROWDS CHEER THE UNIMPEDED FLOW OF WATER IN MORE THAN A CENTURY, ONE BIOLOGIST IS MORE CONCERNED WITH THE RESIDENTS WHO WILL USE IT. 

DAVID SCHMETTERLING:  WHEN I FIRST STARTED WORKING ON THIS PROJECT I NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD SEE THE DAY WHEN THERE WASN’T A POWERHOUSE A DAM RIGHT THERE AND ON SOME LEVELS IT IS PRETTY EMOTIONAL. AND AS A BIOLOGIST, IT IS ULTIMATELY EXTRMELY REWARDING TO SEE THE RESULTS OF MY WORK GO TO USE AND A PROJECT LIKE THIS COME TO FRUITION.

WINSTON GREELY: FOR MORE THAN A DECADE, SCHMETTERLING STUDIED HOW THE MILLTOWN DAM IMPACTED THE FISH OF THE BLACKFOOT AND CLARKFORK RIVERS. 

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: I HAVE DONE A LOT OF STUDIES TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE AFFECTS THIS DAM HAS HAD ON FISH AND WHAT I FOUND WAS ANNUALLY TENS OF THOUSANDS OF FISH HAVE THEIR MIGRATIONS IMPEDED BY THE DAM.

WINSTON GREELY: HIS RESEARCH PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN THE DECISION TO REMOVE THE DAM. AND CURRENTLY HE IS LOOKING AT HOW THE DAM REMOVAL PROCESS WILL AFFECT THIS FISHERY.

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: THIS IS SUCH A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY THIS SITUATION THAT IS GOING TO BE BENEFICIAL FOR PEOPLE CONSIDERING DAM REMOVAL ACTIVITIES ALL ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND ALL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

WINSTON GREELY: THOUGH SCHMETTERLING SAYS HE’S THRILLED TO BE PART OF SUCH A MONUMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT, HE ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE SUCCESSFUL REMOVAL OF MILLTOWN DAM HAS ONE DISTINCT DISADVANTAGE. 

DAVID SCHMETTERLING: I’VE JOKED THAT I HAVE WORKED MYSELF OUT OF A JOB. BUT THAT IS A GREAT POSITION TO BE IN, HAVING THIS DAM GONE THESE SEDIMENTS GONE IS GOING TO DO SO MUCH FOR THE LONG TERM HEALTH OF THE WATERSHED THAT MY ROLE IN IT IS PRETTY MINOR.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

