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Mike Gurnett: A free-flowing river may be nature’s best example of how nothing stays the same and a structure like the Clark Fork’s Milltown Dam is a reminder that nothing lasts forever.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) The dam was completed in 1907.  The Montana Power Company got its start right here.  In the year 2000, complications such as cracks in the dam and spillway lead to the decision to remove the dam. 

Matt Fein: Well most dam removals simply punch a hole in the dam and let the water drain out and then go through and take out the rest of the dam   

Matt Fein: (On Camera) and what happens is a lot of the sediment behind the dam, when they punch the hole, goes downstream.  Well we couldn’t do that here because this is probably the first dam where behind it is sediment that can’t go down the river. It is sediment that has high levels of metal in it and it needs to be removed from the river and not allowed to scour downstream. 

Matt Fein: Depending on how much we put in the case, something in the range of 30,000 carloads.  That’s one train. Every day, seven day’s a week for about 2 years. 

David Schmetterling: Despite that the dam has been here over 100 years now,

David Schmetterling: (On Camera) fish still try to use this entire river system as though it were still connected. Once the dam and the powerhouse are removed and the river is restored to a free-flowing condition, it’s going to be really tremendous for fish.  They’ll once again be able to migrate hundreds of miles. 

Mike Gurnett: Barring any unforeseen delays, the removal of the powerhouse, dam and toxic materials will be completed in 2010. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

