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“MILK CARS”

WINSTON GREELY:  BY THE SOUND OF IT YOU WOULD THINK WE WOULD BE AT A JUNKYARD. BUT THE DESTRUCTION OF THESE CLASSIC CARS IS ACTUALLY A RESTORATION PROJECT, RESTORATION FOR THE BANKS OF THE MILK RIVER.

CONRAD NYSTROM: IT’S NICE TO GET THE MILK RIVER’S SEGMENT IN HILL COUNTY CLEANED UP.

WINSTON GREELY: THESE CARS WERE PUT HERE FIFTY SOME YEARS AGO AS A WAY TO SHORE UP THE BANKS OF THIS FLUCTUATING RIVER.

AL ROSGAARD: THESE CAR BODIES AREN’T FUNCTIONING AS THEY THOUGHT THEY WOULD. SO IT WAS JUST AS WELL TO GET THEM OUT OF THE RIVER CHANNEL.

WINSTON GREELY: SO THE HILL COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT TEAMED UP WITH DNRC AND FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS TO CLEAN UP THE OLD CARS.

CONRAD NYSTROM: I THINK THAT ALL OVER THE STATE THERE IS MORE CONCERN ABOUT TURNING THINGS BACK AESTHICALLY TO THE WAY IT WOULD BE NATURALLY.

WINSTON GREELY: WHILE THEY MAY DO SOME HABITAT WORK THE PLAN IS TO ALLOW THESE BANKS TO RETURN TO A NATURAL STATE MUCH LIKE HERE, WHERE CARS WERE REMOVED JUST LAST YEAR AS PART OF THE SAME RESTORATION PROJECT. IT’S AMAZING THIS GRASS USED TO BE HOME TO A 57 BUICK. WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

