FWP Outdoor Report Script

3/20/08

“MARKING FISH”

WINSTON GREELY:  THESE FISH ARE BEING PREPARED TO HEAD OFF TO WILD WATERS, BUT BEFORE THEY GO, THEIR FOOD WILL LEAVE A MARK.

JIM DRISSELL:  SO WHAT IT IS OXY TETRACYCLINE, IT’S A CHEMICAL THAT IS ADDED TO THE FOOD AT THE FACTORYS AND WE USE IT TO MARK THE FISH. AND WHAT IT DOES IS WHEN THE FISH EAT THE FOOD THAT CHEMICAL GETS LAYED ON THE NEW LAYERS OF BONE.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS IS ONE WAY THAT HATCHERIES ACROSS THE STATE MARK FISH TO DIFFERENTIATE THEM FROM THEIR WILD COUSINS.  

JIM DRISSELL: BIOLOGISTS WANT TO KNOW IF THE FISH THAT WERE STOCKING ARE ADDING TO THE FISH OUT THERE THAT THEY SEE IN THE FIELD, ADDING TO THE CREEL, OR MAYBE TO THE SPAWNING POPULATION.

WINSTON GREELY: FISHERY MANAGERS USE A VARIETY OF MARKING METHODS SUCH AS FIN CLIPPING, PIT TAGS AND VISIBLE IMPLANT ELASTIMERS. 

BILL GARDNER: AND WHAT IT IS A PIECE OF PLASTIC THAT IS INJECTED BY A NEEDLE UNDERNEATH THE SKIN AND THEN IT WILL HEAL AND WE WILL BE ABLE TO SEE THIS MARK FOR A COUPLE OF YEARS AND BE ABLE TO TRACK THIS PARTICULAR PLANT AND SEE HOW IT DID.

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): THIS HATCHERY ALONE STOCKS MORE THAN A MILLION FISH A YEAR SO MARKING THEM ALLOWS BIOLOGISTS TO MONITOR THEM IN THE WILD.

BILL GARDNER: WE CERTAINTLY WANT TO EVALUATE WHAT WE ARE DOING OUT THERE NOT JUST STOCK FISH AND NOT EVALUATE IT BECAUSE IT COSTS A LOT OF MONEY AND THEN IT MIGHT NOT BE DOING WHAT WE WANT IT TO DO AND WE WANT TO MAKE SURE IT IS PAYING OFF.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS. 

