FWP Outdoor Report Script

10/29/09

“MARIAS SP/WMA”

ROGER SEMLER: THIS LIP UP HERE WOULD BE FINE; IT’S JUST TOO FAR.

WINSTON GREELY:  RECENTLY, MANAGERS SPENT THE DAY LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT CAMPSITES ON MONTANA’S NEW MARIAS RIVER STATE PARK AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA 

GARY OLSEN: THIS IS A FAIRLY LARGE CONTIGOUS AREA; THERE IS ALMOST 15 MILES OF UNDISTURBED RIVER THAT PEOPLE CAN GET ON AND SAIL BACK INTO TIME IF THEY WANT. 

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA):  THE CHALLENGE FOR MANAGERS IS HOW TO DEVELOP THIS CORRIDOR FOR PUBLIC RECREATION, WHILE MAINTAINING ITS’ RELATIVELY UNTOUCHED LANDSCAPE.

GARY OLSEN: THE OVERRIDING THEME RIGHT NOW IS PRIMITIVE RECREATION, SO FOLKS THAT HUNT THIS ARE GOING TO BE HIKING, OR RIDING A BIKE, OR RIDING HORSE TO GET IN HERE.

WINSTON GREELY:  FOR NOW HUNTERS HAVE ACCESS THROUGH THIS NEW ROAD, BUT THERE’S ANOTHER WAY IN THAT MAKES THIS PROPERTY SPECIAL. 

GARY OLSEN: WE HAVE A FLOATABLE RIVER HERE THAT WITH A LITTLE TWEAKING AND A LITTLE DEVELOPMENT IS GOING TO BE PERFECT FOR FOLKS THAT LIKE TO DAY FLOAT OR SPEND A COUPLE NIGHTS ON THE RIVER.

WINSTON GREELY:  AS MANAGERS FINALLY FIND THAT PERFECT CAMPSITE, MOST WOULD AGREE THIS STATE PARK AND WILDLIFE AREA HAS BEEN A LONG TIME COMING FOR THIS REGION.

ROGER SEMLER: THIS IS WONDERFUL; WE HAVE SOMETHING UP HERE ON THE NORTHERN TIER, ON THE HI-LINE. AND I CAN SEE IT BEING REALLY ATTRACTANT TO PEOPLE FROM HAVRE, SHELBY, CUTBANK, OBVIOUSLY GREATFALLS.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

