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MIKE GURNETT: If you’re interested in seeing what prime wildlife winter range looks like, come take a drive up the wind-swept Madison Valley

MIKE GURNETT: (On Camera) between Ennis and Quake Lake.  These congregations of wildlife are perfect for viewing and ideal for research projects.

CRAIG JOURDONNAIS: We are trying to mark and radio collar 38 elk 

CRAIG JOURDONNAIS: (On Camera) and 20 of those radio collars are actually

GPS collars which give us just a whole host of additional data.  They actually record the location of those elk wearing those collars every 30 minutes.   Part of this operation was to place radio collars on two additional wolves which we have done.

JAMIN GRIGG: Three main factors that we are curious about are 

JAMIN GRIGG: (On Camera) how special distribution of these elk is influenced by the wolves, how hunting pressure is distributing these elk across the landscape and the third is how these elk are interacting with cattle.  

CRAIG JOURDONNAIS: You know, this valley realizes the importance and value of open space and the wildlife resources they have and also the value of protecting the agricultural interests of the valley and there is now way you could have the abundance and the diversity of wildlife that we have in this valley without a lot of collaboration.  We have a lot of elk that winter on private land and when you have the number of elk in the Madison Valley and you have the amount of private land there are definitely issues.   

MIKE GURNETT: Although this research is scheduled to run from two to three years, by this spring, biologists will have already learned the preferred calving grounds for these elk.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

