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02/16/06

“LYNX”

WINSTON GREELY:  RYAN EISFELDT AND NICK DECESARE ARE ATTEMPTING TO CAPTURE SOME ELUSIVE KITTENS. 

NICK DECESARE: RYAN I MIGHT NEED YOUR HELP TO LOOSEN MINE.

WINSTON GREELY: THE KITTENS HAVE EVADED THEM FOR DAYS. HOWEVER, TODAY THEY HAVE A SECRET WEAPON. THEIR MOTHER, THEY HAVE USED THIS TRICK BEFORE. 

NICK DECESARE: USUALLY IT’S THE MOTHER TO CATCH THE KITTENS. 

WINSTON GREELY: THIS IS ALL PART OF A GROUNDBREAKING STUDY OF MONTANA’S LYNX POPULATION, BECAUSE UP UNTIL A FEW YEARS AGO VIRTUALLY NOTHING WAS KNOWN ABOUT LYNX IN THE LOWER 48 STATES.

JOHN SQUIRES: AND SO AS WE STARTED THIS STUDY THAT WAS THE FIRST GOAL, TO FIGURE OUT HOW THEY USE HABITAT AND WHAT THEY REQUIRE FOR DENNING AND FORAGING.

WINSTON GREELY: WITH A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF LYNX HABITAT, RESEARCHERS, NOW, ARE FOCUSING ON THE CAT’S MOVEMENT THROUGHOUT THE LANDSCAPE. 

JOHN SQUIRES: THEY LIVE IN VERY SMALL GROUPS AND SO FOR THOSE TO MAINTAIN THERE HAS TO BE CONDUCTIVITY BETWEEN POPULATIONS. SO, THEY HAVE TO BE ABLE TO MIX BETWEEN POPULATIONS.

WINSTON GREELY: BACK IN THE FIELD NICK AND RYAN’S HOPES OF CATCHING THE KITTENS DIMINISH. LUCKILY, WITH OTHER TRAPS IN THE AREA, THEIR FORTUNE QUICKLY CHANGES. 

NICK DECESARE: THIS IS A MALE LYNX WE CAPTURED LAST WINTER. THIS IS THE FIRST TIME WE HAVE CAPTURED HIM SINCE THEN, SO WE ARE GOING TO TRANQUILIZE HIM AND DOWNLOAD THE DATA FROM THAT COLLAR. 

WINSTON GREELY: THIS DATA WILL BE SENT TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESEARCH STATION IN MISSOULA, WHICH WILL EVENTUALLY PROVIDE VITAL INFORMATION TOWARDS FUTURE LAND MANAGEMENT.

JOHN SQUIRES: AND THAT HAS APPLICATION IN TERMS OF ROAD PLANNING. WHERE YOU COULD MAYBE PREDICT BEFOREHAND HOW AN ANIMAL MIGHT MOVE THROUGH A LANDSCAPE SO YOU MIGHT PROVIDE FOR THAT.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

