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Mike Gurnett: When visiting a Montana State Park our expectation is that the place will be safe and offer some type of great Montana experience. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) The recent years of drought that have plagued the west have weakened our pine forests leaving the venerable to attack by insects like the mountain pine beetle and the trees in some of our state parks are no exception.

Rich Lane: Human safety is the biggest concern.  As these trees die, they get red topped and 

Rich Lane: (On Camera) those trees will eventually fall over.  What we are trying to address up here is to remove those hazard trees because if a windstorm comes through are area like this there could be a real problem with hurting people.  We want to avoid that at all extent.

John Stitt: After the bark beetle bores into the tree it lays its eggs. Once the eggs start to hatch they leave all these trails underneath the bark in the cambium layer which is basically like the blood system of the tree.

Rich Lane: Lodge pole pine gets to about 8 inches in diameter and bigger is when it’s the most susceptible to mountain pine beetle attacks.

Darcy Yakoweshen: The sooner we got in here

Darcy Yakoweshen: (On Camera) The more timber we could salvage to help pay for the operation.  We want to do this in winter when the ground is frozen.  We don’t want to disturb the ground because that causes noxious weed problems and disturbs the park and we want to keep this as close to that pristine park as we can. 

Mike Gurnett: And although Lost Creek State Park is going through some changes, this is still going to be a great place to visit this coming summer and for generations to come. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

