   MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE &PARKS__
OUTDOOR REPORT

CLOSED CAPTION TEXT

“LOLO CREEK FLOWS”

October 11, 2007

Mike Gurnett: Among the most important assets an agricultural operation can have is a good water right, the legal authority to divert water from a stream.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) Stories about the settlement of the West claim that if you stole someone’s money you could end up in jail.  If you stole someone’s water, you could end up dead.  And so its important to consider the economic and historical importance of water when it comes to understanding what a group of landowners did on Lolo Creek.

Jim Hayden: we’re really in the business of growing grass, I mean that’s the truth of it.

Jim Hayden: (On Camera) To be able to raise cattle obviously they have to be able to eat something and the first step to raising grass is having water.

Pat Saffel:  Lolo Creek is one of the larger tributaries to the Bitterroot River

Pat Saffel: (On Camera) so it produces a large number of fish.  Their concern is their hayfields and actually their bottom line and often people aren’t aware of what’s happening down stream from them in the creek or with the fish.

Pat Saffel: Local people were becoming aware of fish being in the pools and those pools drying up.  Basically what Fish, Wildlife and Parks did was communicate with the water users and told them of the situation and they offered water to help the fish.

Jim Hayden:  It’s a responsibility I guess now-a-days to make sure that it’s not only water, water for irrigation, it’s water for the landscape.

Mike Gurnett: By the irrigators keeping the water moving it keeps the system working.  And it keeps Lolo Creek a contributing tributary to the Bitterroot River System. 

This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

