FWP Outdoor Report Script

2/17/05

“LATE HUNT ECONOMY”

GREELY: WHILE THE ECOSYSTEM IN AND AROUND THE PARK IS EVOLVING, THE WINTER TIME ECONOMY HERE IN GARDINER IS CHANGING. FOR DECADES, THE TOWN HAS RELIED ON HUNTING AS A MAJOR SOURCE OF REVENUE. TODAY AS THE NORTHERN YELLOWSTONE ELK HERD IS IN DECLINE, LOCALS ARE HAVING TO ADAPT.

JOHNSON: THE HARDEST THING I SEE IS THE TOWN ITSELF. YOU CAN JUST SEE IT IN THE MOTELS AND RESTAURANTS THEY COUNTED ON THIS. YOU LOSE A LOT OF INCOME, BUT I HAVE LEARNED TO ADJUST WITH THAT BY LAYING OFF PEOPLE. BUT IT AFFECTS A LOT OF THE PEOPLE WHO I HAVE HIRED OVER THE YEARS, BECAUSE THEY HAD A WINTER JOB AND NOW THEY DON’T. AT ONE TIME I HAD EIGHTEEN TO TWENTY GUYS WORKING THIS LATE SEASON, NOW I HAVE TWO.

GREELY: FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER CENTURY, MANY ELK HUNTERS HAVE MADE THE PILGRIMAGE TO GARDINER 

ROACH: I HAVE BEEN HUNTING WITH WARREN JOHNSON AND HELLS A-ROARING OUTFITTERS SINCE 1984. I GOT ELK FEVER AND BEEN BACK EVERY YEAR SINCE, SO THIS WILL BE MY TWENTY-FIRST SEASON. MONTANA HAS THE BEST GAME IN THE STATES THAT I KNOW OF. AND THERE ARE A LOT OF CHRONIC REPEATERS THAT COME BACK TO THIS PLACE. AND ALL THOSE HUNTERS CANNOT BE WRONG.

GREELY: WHILE MANY IN GARDINER DEPEND ON THE OUTDOORS FOR ECONOMIC GAINS, THEY ALSO FIND COMPENSATION SPIRITUALLY. 

JOHNSON: THE REST OF THE WORLD CEASES WHEN YOU SEE AN ELK AND YOU ARE IN PURSUIT. THERE IS NOTHING ELSE THAT MATTERS. IT’S JUST THE THRILL OF IT. IF I DIDN’T HAVE THE ELK TO HUNT NEXT TO YELLOWSTONE PARK; I DON’T THINK I WOULD BE AN OUTFITTER, I MIGHT STILL LIVE HERE, BUT I WOULD NOT BE AN OUTFITTER.

GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS  

