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Mike Gurnett: Fifteen years ago, after Ken Herrly retired from thirty years at a Butte bottling plant, he was trying to figure out what to do next.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) So he turned to wildlife photography to help fill his free time, but it didn’t take long before this part-time activity became his fulltime passion. 

Ken Herrly: I started coming to Yellowstone and I really enjoyed it

Ken Herrly: (On Camera) taking pictures and having people enjoy them and look at them.  Now I was in the park and there was a carcass of an elk across the lake so I thought, well it’s kind of quiet; I’ll setup and see what happens.

Ken Herrly: The wolves came in from the timber and started to feed on the elk and drink water and everything.   There was word out that a grizzly was coming.  It came to the carcass. The wolves backed off.  The grizzly reached down and proceeded to drag it about thirty yards up into some deadfall and start feeding on it.  The wolves would come in.  They would come close. They would come five or ten yards from him but he would not leave the carcass.  So I stayed her and photographed him until it got to dark to shoot anymore.

Ken Herrly: (On Camera) The thrill of being able to sit there and watch these animals doing their own behavior and everything, you can’t beat it.  It’s the best thing in the world.

Mike Gurnett: A key to great nature photography is being in the right place ant the right time.  And ever since Ken retired he’s been in the right place, a lot. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

