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Mike Gurnett: Research scientists are driven to ask questions and seek answers and Montana Wildlife Biologist Keith Aune is one of the best.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) And now after thirty-two years of asking why and what if Keith is retiring, leaving behind a career that would be difficult to script for a Hollywood movie.

Keith Aune: Actually my graduate work was in this are, 

Keith Aune: (On Camera) it was in Yellowstone Park and it was on bison so in a lot of respects I’ve come full circle where I am very much involved in bison research once again.

Keith Aune: By good fortune, when I got out of graduate school, I had an opportunity to go on with the Boarder Grizzly Project on the Rocky Mountain Front from basically 1980 and 1989 and then transferred over to the Flathead and I had a great experience in the Flathead working with grizzly bears as well so the entire Bob Marshall Complex was my playground for quite some time.

Keith Aune: There’s every once in a while I wished I was back in the old days when it was almost all pure naturalist type approach and I also think about the future when young biologists today are going to be able to put together data in a way that we couldn’t do for the thirty years that I worked in wildlife research.

Mike Gurnett: And that incredible amount of data will require more time sitting in front of a computer and maybe less time sitting in the saddle and it seems Keith would be the first to agree that he’s had a good ride. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.  

