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Mike Gurnett: For years the Jefferson River was known as a pretty good brown trout fishery. Then the years of drought took their toll on the trout.    
Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) But now thanks to this little spring creek and the generosity of its landowner, the Jefferson is making quite a comeback as a rainbow fishery.
Ron Spoon: The landowner, Joe and MaryAnn Adams, gave us free rein to design this in a way that was perfect for spawning and rearing.
Ron Spoon: (On Camera) It is probably the largest contributor of juvenile fish for the Jefferson River.  
Dean Hunt: I’ve leased this ranch from Joe and MaryAnn Adams.  They were in the mode of getting out of the ranch business.  Part of the thing we do is to oversee the creek. 

Dean Hunt: (On Camera) You know it’s an exciting thing to see them when they come in here.  You look in the riffles and see them piled in there and splashing and in my opinion the people that recreate on the Jefferson owe quite a thank you to the Adams’ for donating this stream to basically rebuild the trout population in the Jefferson River.

Ron Spoon: In 2004 we had about 50 of those 2 year old rainbows in the Jefferson River in that 3 ½ mile stretch that we sample every year.  Now that these are fully in production we see over 1000.  That’s way we call this our little fish factory.
Mike Gurnett: The restoration and development of this spring creek has been a 25 year investment, incorporating the efforts of Trout Unlimited. Now the dividends are paying off by the number of adult fish that are being found in the main stem of the Jufferson.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

