GOAT/ SHEEP VIDEO
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GREELY: FROM EVERYBODY AT THE MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS WE WANT TO CONGRATULATE YOU ON SUCCESSFULLY OBTAINING A PERMIT. PLEASE SELECT FOR MOUNTAIN GOAT OR BIG HORN SHEEP.

GOAT: MOUNTAIN GOATS ARE A UNIQUE AND AMAZING SPECIES. THEIR HARDY HABITAT MAKES THEM ONE OF THE MOST DIFFICULT UNGULATES TO HUNT IN NORTH AMERICA. IDENTIFYING A MALE ADULT MOUNTAIN GOAT IN THE FIELD CAN BE A DIFFICULT TASK. 

ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO IDENTIFY A MALE FROM A FEMALE IS THEIR URINATING POSTURE. A MALE, OR BILLY GOAT, WILL STRETCH FORWARD WITH THE FRONT LEGS WHILE KEEPING THE HIND LEGS STATIONARY. THE FEMALE, OR NANNY, STANDS IN PLACE, SOMETIMES MOVING THE HIND LEGS APART, THEN SQUATS TO SITUATE HER RUMP CLOSER TO THE GROUND. 

ANOTHER IMPORTANT IDENTIFYING HORN CHARACTERISTIC, OCCURS LATER IN THE HUNTING SEASON, USUALLY NEAR NOVEMBER AND THE BEGINNING OF THE GOAT RUT. MALE GLANDS AROUND THE BASE OF THE HORNS SWELL, SO FROM A DISTANCE YOU WILL SEE BLACK BETWEEN THE HORNS. ON A NANNY, YOU WILL SEE WHITE BETWEEN THE HORNS. 

THE LENGTH OF THE HORNS IS NOT AN INDICATOR OF SEX. HOWEVER THE CURVATURE IS, MALES TEND TO HAVE A LARGE HORN BASE WITH A NARROW SPACE BETWEEN THEIR HORNS. THEY CURVE IN AN EVEN ARK. FEMALES WILL HAVE A NARROWER BASE WITH THIN HORNS THAT CURVE SHARPLY NEAR THE END. TO JUDGE AN ADULT, ESTIMATE THE LENGTH OF THE HORN IN COMPARISON TO THE EAR. AN ADULT GOAT WILL HAVE HORNS MUCH LONGER THAN THEIR EARS. HORNS THAT ARE EAR LENGTH OR SMALLER INDICATES A SUB-ADULT.

ADULT BILLIES CAN BE RECOGNIZED FROM A DISTANCE BECAUSE THEY ARE LARGER AND STOCKIER THAN NANNIES. BILLIES WILL HAVE LONGER BEARDS AND STAINED FLANKS, ESPECIALLY LATER IN THE SEASON. HOWEVER, DO NOT DEPEND ON SIZE ALONE, BECAUSE AN ADULT FEMALE COULD BE THE LARGEST GOAT IN A GROUP OF NANNIES, KIDS AND SUB-ADULTS.

GROUPS OF MOUNTAIN GOATS DIFFER DURING THE HUNTING SEASON. GENERALLY, BILLIES WILL BE SOLO DURING MOST OF THE YEAR. AS THE HUNTING SEASON WINDS DOWN AND GOATS BEGIN RUTTING YOU WILL FIND MALES IN GROUPS. HOWEVER, DUE TO MOUNTAIN GOATS LOW REPRODUCTION AND SURVIVAL RATE, A GOOD RULE OF THUMB IS TO PASS A GROUP IF IT CONTAINS A SUB ADULT BEFORE NOVEMBER. 

THE TIME OF THE YEAR YOU HUNT IS ALSO IMPORTANT FOR HARVESTING A TROPHY. AS THE SEASON PROGRESSES GOAT’S PELAGE OR FUR WILL GROW INTO A SPLENDID WINTER COAT.

MOUNTAIN GOAT HUNTING IN MONTANA PRESENTS THE HUNTER WITH A CHALLENGING AND EXCITING EXPERIENCE. THE TERRAIN ITSELF IS REMARKABLE. SO TAKE SOME TIME OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS TO GET INTO TOP PHYSICAL SHAPE AND BE PREPARED TO ENJOY THIS INCREDIBLE AND EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY. GOOD LUCK!

RESOURCES:

SHEEP:  MONTANA’S BIGHORN SHEEP ARE A MAGNIFICENT ANIMAL AND A SYMBOL OF THE WEST. IF YOU HAVE OBTAINED A RAM PERMIT, LEGAL RAM’S HORNS MUST HAVE A THREE QUARTER CURL. IF YOU DRAW A STRAIGHT LINE FROM THE FRONT BASE OF THE HORN, WHICH IS WHERE THE HAIRLINE MEETS THE HORN, THROUGH ANY PORTION OF THE EYE AND IT INTERSECTS WITH ANY PORTION OF THE HORN, YOU HAVE A LEGAL RAM.  THIS WOULD BE UN-LEGAL. 

WHEN OUT IN THE FIELD TAKE YOUR TIME; LOOK AT SEVERAL RAMS FOR COMPARISON. NEVER JUDGE THE SIZE OF A RAM FROM BEHIND; A FULL FRONTAL OR BROADSIDE VIEW IS BEST. A MATURE RAM TYPICALLY HAS A HUMP ON ITS' SHOULDER WHEN VIEWED BROADSIDE. 

LOOK AT THE LOWER CURVE OF THE HORN, IF IT DROPS BELOW THE CHIN LINE THAN IT IS A GOOD SIZED RAM. LOOK FOR HORNS THAT HAVE BEEN BROOMED AND HAVE LARGE SECOND AND THIRD QUARTER CIRCUMFERENCES. 

IF YOU HAVE A EWE PERMIT, THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE IS TO NOT CONFUSE THE EWE WITH A YOUNG RAM. WHILE A EWE AND YOUNG RAM MIGHT HAVE APPROXIMATELY THE SAME BODY AND HORN SIZE, RAMS WILL HAVE A WIDER HORN BASE AND MORE DIVERGENT HORNS. YOUNG RAMS WILL HAVE SLIGHTLY LONGER HAIR ON THE BACK OF THEIR NECKS, WHICH WILL MAKE THEIR HEAD APPEAR CHUNKIER.  THEIR FACES WILL ALSO APPEAR MORE LAMB LIKE. 

WHETHER YOU HAVE A EWE PERMIT OR RAM, MONTANA’S BIGHORN SHEEP ARE A SYMBOL OF MONTANA’S OUTDOOR PROWESS AND STRENGTH. GOOD LUCK AND HAPPY HUNTING.
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