FWP Outdoor Report Script

08/02/07

“IDAHO SALAMANDER”

WINSTON GREELY:  IF YOU ARE INTO WATCHING NATURE SHOWS ON TV THEN YOU MIGHT THINK WE KNOW EVERYTHING THERE IS ABOUT THE ANIMALS IN OUR STATE, BUT THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF A TIMID, GIGANTIC AMPHIBIAN MIGHT MAKE YOU THINK AGAIN. 

BRYCE MAXELL: IT’S AMAZING BUT IT’S NOT DIFFERENT FROM A LOT OF SPECIES. IT’S MOSTLY AN ISSUE OF FUNDING AS WELL AS TRAINING, BECAUSE CERTAINLY IF SOMEONE WOULD HAVE LOOKED INTO THESE STREAMS THEY WOULD HAVE FOUND THEM EVEN IF THEY DIDN’T HAVE A FISH SHOCKING DEVICE. 

WINSTON GREELY: ELECTROSHOCKING IS THE EASIEST WAY OF CAPTURING THE IDAHO GIANT SALAMANDERS DURING THE DAY BECAUSE THEY ARE LIGHTNING QUICK, BUT AT NIGHT, THEY TEND TO SLOW DOWN. WHILE THEY SEEM SO EASY TO OBSERVE IT IS AMAZING WE DON’T KNOW MORE ABOUT THEM.

ERIC DALLALIO: THERE’S NOT ENOUGH KNOWN ABOUT THE LIFE HISTORY OF THIS ANIMAL TO UNDERSTAND WHERE THEY ARE BUILDING NESTS, WHY WOULD THEY CHOOSE STREAMS, IF THOSE HATCHED THIS YEAR OR LAST YEAR, ANY FUNDAMENTAL INFORMATION. SO WHEN PEOPLE ASK ME QUESTIONS ABOUT THEM I CAN’T REALLY ANSWER THEM YET BECAUSE THIS IS REALLY THE BASELINE HERE.

WINSTON GREELY: THIS BASELINE RESEARCH, WHICH IS PART OF MONTANA’S COMPREHENSIVE WILDLIFE PLAN, HAS LED TO THE DISCOVERY OF IDAHO GIANT SALAMANDERS IN FIFTEEN DIFFERENT STREAMS IN WESTERN MONTANA. ANDYET IS ANOTHER INDICATION THAT WE HAVE MUCH MORE TO LEARN ABOUT MANY OF OUR NEIGHBORS IN THE STATE. 

BRYCE MAXELL: IT REALLY SHOWS THE VALUE FOR BASIC NATURAL HISTORY SURVEYS FOR BOTH OUR ANIMAL AND PLANT COMMUNITIES WITHOUT THAT WE COULD BE DOING A LOT OF THINGS THAT ARE EXTIRPATING SPECIES AND WE DON’T EVEN KNOW IT.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

