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Mike Gurnett: As technology has crept its way into outdoor sports, ice fishing has always offered up a change of pace.

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera)  All you really need is a way to get a hole through the ice and a simple hook and line.   But now power tools and new gadgets are quickly finding their way onto the ice.  This isn’t your grandfather’s sport, anymore.

Dave Hagengruber: There is all kinds of new equipment and new gear.

Dave Hagengruber: (On Camera) Power everything seems to be electric or gas operated.

Jay Lightbody: This particular model is a flasher unit

Jay Lightbody: (On Camera) and it’s designed specifically for ice fishing.  It will show the depth of the water I’m in as well as my bait within the column and any fish that swims into the cone area.

Dave Hagengruber: What used to be such a simple low-tech type of thing is becoming more and more complicated, more and more gadgets things have started to appear.  It is neat to see people integrate that into their fishing trips.

Mike Gurnett: Of all the new equipment on the market, how about this one.  If you get tired of gigging the bate up and down you press this little button and the rod does it for you.

Dave Hagengruber: I think for some people low-tech is kind of what draws them to ice fishing and want to keep that.  For other people, the more gadgets and the more technology

They can incorporate into their fishing the more fun they have when they’re out here.  The people are friendly and it’s kind of a whole culture where they figure if you are touch enough to be out here with them, you’re probably worth talking to I think. 

Jay Lightbody: Oh here come a fish right off the bottom on the sonar right now.

Mike Gurnett: With or without the new equipment ice fishing remains a pretty good cure for wintertime cabin fever.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

