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“HUMMINGBIRDS”

NED BATCHELDER: WE CONSIDER THIS THE MONTANA HUMMINGBIRD, JUST BECAUSE WE CATCH MORE OF THESE THAN ANYTHING – THE CALLIOPE SPECIES.

WINSTON GREELY:  IT MIGHT BE HARD TO BELIEVE BUT NED BATCHELDER AND HIS WIFE GIGI HAVE CAUGHT MORE THAN 25, 000 HUMINGBIRDS IN THE LAST DECADE. IF YOU ARE SKEPTICAL, HE HAS THE BANDS TO PROVE IT. THIS VOLUNTEER SCIENTIST IS BANDING HUMMINGBIRDS TO LEARN MORE ABOUT MONTANA’S TINIEST BIRD.

NED BATCHELDER: WE COME TO MONTANA WE JUST WANTED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT HUMMINGBIRDS AND JUST REALLY KNOW THE TRUTH. AND BELIEVE ME THEY ARE VERY FASCINATING, VERY INTRIGUING INTERESTING BIRDS.

WINSTON GREELY:  INTERESTING HOW HUMMINGBIRDS CAN LAP THEIR TONGUE 10 TIMES A SECOND. HOW YOU CAN TELL IF A FEMALE IS CARRYING AN EGG BY LOOKING AT ITS’ BELLY, OR HOW THEIR MAIN DIET IS ACTUALLY INSECTS – NOT NECTAR.

NED BATCHELDER: THAT’S WHERE THEY GET THEIR PROTEIN, MINERALS AND VITAMINS IS FROM INSECTS AND THESE SUGAR WATER FEEDERS AND NECTAR IS JUST QUICK ENERGY TO GO DO THAT.

WINSTON GREELY:  THOUGH THIS VOLUNTEER SCIENTIST HAS LOGGED MANY MILES AND SPENT COUNTLESS HOURS CAPTURING HUMMINGBIRDS ACROSS THE WEST, HE IS QUICK TO POINT OUT THAT IT IS ALL FOR THE BIRDS.

NED BATCHELDER: IT IS A REAL PASSION; WE JUST HAVE A PASSION FOR THIS. IT’S INTRIGUING, INTERESTING, EDUCATIONAL AND QUITE REWARDING JUST LEARNING ABOUT THE LESSER STUDIED OF ALL BIRDS THE TINY HUMMINGBIRD.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, INCREIDIBLY QUICK WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

