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08/16/07

“HUCKLEBERRIES”

ELLEN BRYSON: OH GOD! ONE OF THE WORST THINGS YOU CAN DO WITH YOUR BERRIES IS DROP THEM.

WINSTON GREELY:  FOR MONTANAS PASSIONATE HUCKLEBERRY HOUNDS LIKE ELLEN BRYSON THIS PURPLE GEM IS ONE OF MONTANA’S GREATEST SUMMER TREASURES. 

ELLEN BRYSON: TO ME IT’S MORE THAN JUST A PURPLE BERRY SITTING ON THE END OF A BUSH, IT REPRESENTS A MONTANA LIFESTYLE.

WINSTON GREELY: HUCKLEBERRIES ARE A DARK RED TO PURPLE BERRY FOUND ON BUSHES AT HIGHER ELEVATIONS ACROSS WESTERN MONTANA. WHILE THEY ARE FAIRLY EASY TO FIND, ONE THING TO KEEP IN MIND IS THAT HUMANS AREN’T THE ONLY ONES THAT SEEK THEM OUT.

ELLEN BRYSON: YOU DO HAVE TO BE CAREFUL; YOU HAVE TO BE AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS. OCCASIONALLY I WILL GET UP LOOK AROUND AND MAKE NOISE AND JUST BE REALLY ACTIVE IN THE AREA. 

WINSTON GREELY (ON CAMERA): AND IF YOU DON’T EAT ALL THE BERRIES WHILE YOU ARE PICKING THEM, YOU CAN TAKE THEM HOME TO FREEZE. 

ELLEN BRYSON: YOU JUST WANT TO CLEAN THEM UP. I NEVER RINSE HUCKLEBERRIES. FOR ME IT’S JUST IMPORTANT TO PICK OUT THE OBVIOUS STUFF, I DON’T GET EVERY STEM.  

WINSTON GREELY: ELLEN USES PAPER TOWELS TO SOAK UP SOME OF THE MOISTURE FROM THE BERRIES, SO WHEN YOU FREEZE THEM IN A ZIPLOCK FREEZER BAG THEY WILL EASILY SEPARARTE WHEN YOU ARE READY TO USE THEM. 

ELLEN BRYSON: YOU CAN DO A LOT OF THINGS WITH HUCKLEBERRIES. YOU CAN MAKE PIES, YOU CAN MAKE HUCKLEBERRY JAM, I HAVE MADE HUCKLEBERRY BRANDY, HUCKLEBERRY BOUNCE, HUCKLEBERRY BUCKLES, HUCKLEBERRY CRUMBLES, HUCKLEBERRY COBBLERS, PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING YOU CAN DO WITH ANY TYPE OF BERRY YOU CAN DO WITH A HUCKLEBERRY.  

WINSTON GREELY: ALONG WITH ELLEN BRYSON, I AM WINSTON GREELY TELLING YOU TO GET OUT AND PICK SOME HUCKLEBERRIES AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS. 

