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Mike Gurnett: The backdrop is the Rocky Mountain Front and the stage is the Ice surface of the Pishkun Reservoir and today, its being decorated for a special awards ceremony. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) If you are a fourth or fifth grader from Choteau Elementary, its pretty straight forward; if you do your work and you behave yourself, you get to go onstage for your reward.

Kathy Ketcham: We have been part of the Hooked On Fishing Program and they have done several activities

Kathy Ketcham: (On Camera) in school so far. We’ve made fishing lures, tied flies, had a fish Jeopardy Day and have done fish identification and so this is an opportunity for them to take the information that they have learned and put it to real use and maybe develop a love for fishing and getting out in the outdoors close to home.

Dave Hagengruber: Across the State

Dave Hagengruber: (On Camera) we’ll have better than two hundred classrooms in the Hooked On Fishing Program this year and that translates out to more than five thousand kids taking part.  It is science and math.  The fish that they catch out here will end up back in the classroom in the spring.  They’ll dissect those fish for a fish anatomy lesson.  Part of what is so special about this, this is water that is close by to where these kids live.  I hope they are going to come back here.  I hope they are back this winter.  I hope they will be back next summer.

Kathy Ketcham: I think probably the most unique part about it is how much we can get parents involved in it as well to give them and their children something they can do together outside of school.

Mike Gurnett: All across the country people are looking for ways to get kids away from the TV and outdoors and here in Choteau it seems they’ve found a way to do just that. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

