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Dave Hagengruber:  We see people out there so we know we’re not the first one’s out there.

Mike Gurnett: Since 1996, through Montana’s hooked on fishing program, students from across the state have been introduced to our fisheries in the classroom and in the field. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) In Montana, fishing during the school-year often times means ice fishing and ice fishing with a group of students is a great opportunity to work in a little bit about ice safety.

Dave Hagengruber: Well Belt is a good example of a school we’ve worked with them for now 10 or 12 years.

Dave Hagengruber: (On Camera) These are all kids growing up in a small town like that.  They’re around stock ponds and they’re near the Missouri River and Belt Creek.  We talk about some of the important rules on the ice; don’t go on river ice, don’t be the first one to go on the ice.

Lisa Gerke: Believe it or not we live right at the creek in Belt and a lot of our kids have never gone fishing.  I think that’s my favorite part is 

Lisa Gerke:  kids that have never had the opportunity to go, get that opportunity.  I think I hit more girls that maybe spent a lot of time indoors and now they’re outdoor more. 

Dave Hagengruber: You know some of them the only fishing experience they have had has been in a video game.  So even for Montana kids, this is a chance to come outside and maybe catch their first fish.

Lisa Gerke: So I’m hoping that it does build these habits with the kids wanting to get our and doing things and especially in Montana, I mean what better place could they be to do that.

Mike Gurnett: Each year well over 200 classrooms participate in the Hooked On Fishing Program and that means several thousand students are getting the opportunity to learn a lot more about Montana’s great outdoors.  This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

