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“HOOK MORTALITY STUDY”

WINSTON GREELY: FISHING IS A GREAT WAY TO ESCAPE THE DOG DAYS OF SUMMER. BUT DO THE COOL WATERS THAT RELIEVE YOU FROM THE HOT SUMMER SUN HARM THOSE FISH YOU HOOK UP ON? FOR the FIRST TIME RESEARCHERS ARE LOOKING TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION OF ANGLING IN WATER TEMPETURES THAT EXCEED 70 DEGREES, 20 DEGREES CELSIUS.

JIM BOYD: TYPICALLY TROUT start to get STRESSED AT 20 DEGREES SO our thought is if we are ANGLING in water that is over 20 degrees C WE ARE IMPOSING an additional STRESS of angling AND THAT’S WHAT WE ARE interested IN THIS STUDY. 

WINSTON GREELY: THIS HOOK MORTALITY STUDY IS CONDUCTED BY FISHING TWICE A DAY. WHEN A FISH IS CAUGHT IT IS TRANSPORTED TO A HOLDING CAGE. BIOLOGISTS WILL THEN MONITOR THE FISH FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS TO SEE IF THEY SURVIVE OR NOT.  

JIM BOYD: CATCH AND RELEASE IS a BIG deal especially AMONG fly fisherman. and we are kinda of here to scientifically figure out is it really working if you are catching fish in elevated water tempertures. 

winston greely (ON CAMERA): YOU WOULD THINK that the most FUN part of this study would be FOR THE PARTICIPANTS, but YOU WOULD BE surprised HOW HARD IT IS TO CATCH FISH ON DEMAND. 

ADAM STRAINER: FISHING FOR WORK. 

winston greely: BECAUSE YOU HAVE TO CATCH FISH?

ADAM STRAINER: right, IT’S A TON OF PRESSURE.

winston greely: THIS PRESSURE OF TRYING TO CATCH CLOSE TO ONE HUNDRED FISH PER DAY WILL TAKE PLACE ON JUST A FEW RIVERS IN SOUTHWESTERN MONTANA, BUT THE STUDY’S RESULTS COULD HAVE A BENEFIT ON ALL OF MONTANA’S TROUT FISHERIES. 

JIM BOYD: THE FISHING PRESSURE that MONTANA gets, especially through the summer months, it is important to address mortality if there is any. 

winston greely: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

