FWP Outdoor Report Script

7/16/09

“HERPS SURVEY”

WINSTON GREELY:  BRYCE MAXELL AND CREW HAVE BECOME ADEPT AT FLIPPING ROCKS. 

BRYCE MAXELL: IDEALLY WHAT YOU WANT TO DO IS FLIP THE ROCK, SO THE ROCK IS BETWEEN YOU AND THE ANIMAL, BUT SOME CASES THAT IS NOT POSSIBLE.

WINSTON GREELY:  THEY ARE TRYING TO GET A BETTER IDEA OF MONTANA’S LESSER-KNOWN REPTILES.

BRYCE MAXELL: THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT WE BASICALLY NEED TO HAVE A BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION. AND THAT IS WHAT WE ARE OUT DOING IS TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THAT DISTRIBUTION AND STATUS A LITTLE BETTER.

WINSTON GREELY:  THEY ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR AMPHIBIANS IN EASTERN MONTANA’S TEMPORARY WATER BODIES. THESE PONDS COME ALIVE AT NIGHT DURING THE MATING SEASON.

BRYCE MAXELL: SEE HIS VOCAL POUCH STICKING OUT, LOOK AT IT, IT IS SO IMPRESSIVE.

WINSTON GREELY:  THROUGH THEIR SURVEYS, THEY ARE FINDING THERE IS A LOT OF INTEREST IN MONTANA’S LESSER-KNOWN ANIMALS. 

BRYCE MAXELL: THAT’S PART OF THE REASON PEOPLE LIVE IN MONTANA IS THAT THEY CAN EXPERIENCE THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS AROUND THEM. THEY ARE TELLING US AS WE ARE GOING AROUND AND DOING THESE SURVEYS; I REALLY WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THIS INFORMATION. THEY WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE AMPHIBIANS WE ARE SEEING, THE REPTILES WE ARE SEEING, THE BATS WE ARE SEEING. THAT’S A LONG EARED MYOTIS. THIS IS LIKE THE MOST MUSCULAR THING THEY DO.

WINSTON GREELY: WINSTON GREELY OUT AMONG MONTANA’S FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS.

