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Mike Gurnett: The capture and relocation of bears, particularly grizzly bears is dangerous work, for the biologists and for the bears.  

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) But now, largely due to the specific requirements of a project in Northwestern Montana, biologists have developed new less-invasive techniques to screen bears.

Heather Reich: The use of the remote camera systems 

Heather Reich: (On Camera) has allowed us to reduce what we call “non-target captures.” We lock these culvert traps open, but put bait in it and the camera tells us what is coming in and at that point we can decide whether or not to set the culvert trap to actually catch a bear or not.

Tim Manley: The goal of the augmentation project is to move grizzly bears into the Cabinet Mountains.  That population of bears has declined over the years 

Tim Manley: (On Camera)and we are going to start off moving young grizzly bears because we feel those bears have the best chance of staying and establishing home ranges.

Heather Reich: The traditional way of trapping bears has always been to lay out snares and just catch whatever comes in.  We have avoided all of those which saves stress to the bears.

Tim Manley: Using the cameras we’re able to reduce the capture of adult male grizzlies and we’re able to also reduce the possibility of capturing cubs of female grizzlies and not capturing the female were she might be defensive. 

Mike Gurnett: Through the innovative use of motion detectors and these remote video cameras bear capture and relocation is now safer for the biologists and less stressful for the bears. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks. 

