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Mike Gurnett: Montanan’s have a long history of fear and fascination with grizzly bears. 

Mike Gurnett: (On Camera) This is an antique Hudson Bay Kodiak bear trap, once used by Montana settlers as they struggled to even the odds when they went looking for the powerful grizzly.  And now, pioneers in science have turned to another tool of the early-day settlers to help tabulate the population numbers of the great bear.

Kate Kendall: We used as our primary sampling method this grid of what we call

Kate Kendall: (On Camera) hair traps and it’s just a single strand of barbed wire about a hundred feet long and we staple it at about knee-high around 5 or 6 trees, then we pile-up a bunch of rotten wood and we pour scent-lure on it to attract the bears.  We also collected hair off of natural bear rub sites.

Mike Gurnett: DNA analysis of the hair, kind of like genetic finger printing, conducted on nearly 34,000 hair samples along with statistical modeling set the Northern Continental population at 765 individual grizzlies.

Kate Kendall: We also set-up video cameras.   It’s helped us to design better sites and learn about some interesting bear behavior and their marking behavior. 

Mike Gurnett.  The US Geological Survey or USGS has a motto: “Science for a Changing World” and it sure seems that they hit their mark with this grizzly population work. This is Mike Gurnett, out among Montana’s fish, wildlife and parks.

